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Richard M. Johannsen is the Director of MEPI's Tunis Regional Office.  He was most recently the 

Public Affairs Officer at the U.S. Embassy in Yaoundé, Cameroon.  He has been a diplomat with the 

United States Department of State since 1995 and has had diplomatic assignments at U.S. 

Embassies in Georgetown, Guyana (1995-97); Paris, France (1998-2000); Ouagadougou, Burkina 

Faso (2000-03); Copenhagen, Denmark (2004-08); and Yaounde, Cameroon (2008-11).  Before 

joining the diplomatic service he was a corporate lawyer in Seattle, Washington and Anchorage, 

Alaska, where he was a partner in an international law firm. 

 

Mr. Johannsen received his B.A. degree in Economics from Stanford University in California in 1978, 

and his Juris Doctorate degree from the University of Washington School of Law in Seattle in 1982.  

He was born in Jacksonville, Florida, grew up in Santa Barbara, California, and spent most of his 

adult life living in Alaska before going to work for the U.S. Department of State.  Mr. Johannsen 

speaks French and Danish. 

 


